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March 22, 2010
Dear TLA Member

What a crazy winter.  

First we experience a very late freeze up then we receive very little snow and few really cold nights and days.  The resulting warm weather in early March foretold an early break up for sure.  When I noticed snow quickly disappearing from the ice it was necessary to begin checking cottages while we could still travel.  Without snow on the surface of the ice snowmobiles cannot travel far as they require some lubrication underneath to prevent damage.

By mid month snow had melted on most south facing slopes and roofs and water levels were down dramatically.  It was weird travelling up to a dock and going uphill on the ice towards the dock as the level of the water when ice formed was about three feet higher than it is now.

There was little winter damage this year – a few trees down as a result of beaver damage but none affecting structures.  Only one break in was found this month and that was a strange one.  An owl went through a window, breaking it, and sadly it died inside and was there when I arrived.

In the middle week of March ice really began to deteriorate and even the ice road to Bear Island, usually the last safe ice on the lake, weakened to the extent that two trucks went through within 24 hours.  You can see some photos at www.tla-temagami.org.

Your next property check will be in early May if you have selected the A or C Property Patrol service on your renewal form.  If you have not contact me to get on the list.

Remember to check our website for some very amateur winter photos.  If you have not yet heard from me already your property appears to be secure at this time.  

Peter

Chief and only, patrolman

