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January 17, 2011
Dear 
 

 Freeze up this winter was pretty good with snowmobile access to the landing from Bear Island around Christmas and for the rest of us access to our islands early in January.  Snowfall was heavy in December however rains late that month cleared the ice of snow.  We have received light snowfall each day for a week now so travelling is quite good on the lake.  There is not much snow yet in the bush however the lake level is high for this time of year as a result of rains over the fall months and the fact that the Cross Lake dam is still closed.

Temperatures this third week of January are in the -20C range in the morning so making  ice cubes is not really a problem.  Wind chills however, when combined with snowmobile speed, can reach -50C or lower so proper clothing is a must for lake travel.  

Before I arrived during the first week of January I had been made aware of numerous break ins and snowmobile thefts so I was concerned about what I would find when I began checking TLA members’ cottages.  The reported incidents turned out to be true as perpetrators took advantage of poor, and presumably unsafe, ice conditions to travel using stolen snowmobiles of course.  They broke into cottages and boathouses in a search for gasoline in all likelihood alcohol.  

My inspection of over 120 properties however found no evidence of this fortunately.  Certainly there were a few doors and windows open probably the result of shifting building foundations or the strong winds we had before freeze up. All things considered cottages are in better shape than I thought given the consistent strong winds of Dec. and the reported incidents referred to above.

Fishing is very good at this time for those who go after whitefish and walleye.  Lake Trout season opens Feb. 15 and the ever popular Ling Fling is on Feb. 12 a much earlier date than usual to ensure safe ice and traveling conditions for visitors.

If you have not heard from me already all is well on your property.
I will next visit your property towards the end of March.

Have a great winter.
Peter Healy

Chief and only patrolman 

