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Property patrol report for January 2012
 

 Freeze up this winter was pretty good with snowmobile access to the landing from Bear Island around Christmas but for the rest of us access to our islands was problematic until the last week of January.  What happened to the forecast calling for a long cold winter in an El Nino year?

From early January we have had too much snow and not nearly enough -20 degree nights to make good ice.  The snow covers the ice we have, still only 7-8 inches in places, insulating it and as a result new ice does not form.  The result is what we have – lots of slush to bog down the unsuspecting traveler and open holes in the ice, maybe 12 inches in diameter, created when water funnels off the ice as a result of the Corvallis effect of the rotating earth to the water below.  All around these holes of course is slush waiting to trap you.  It can be quite disconcerting to be travelling at 30 mph only to see a hole in the ice directly in front of you.  What to do?  Hit the throttle hard.

So what happened to the normal Canadian winter?  Arctic oscillation what happened.  As the Globe and Mail reports “This complex weather pattern has held the polar jet stream at bay around the North Pole, preventing colder blasts of air from penetrating farther south.  When the oscillation is weak, or negative, the ribbon buckles, allowing colder Arctic air to penetrate farther south. Last year, the oscillation was more negative than positive, which helps explain Canada’s relatively colder, stormier winter.”
So here we are about three weeks behind the normal winter whether the job is getting out the fish huts, hauling wood from the woodlot or checking cottages for TLA members.
Temperatures this last week of January are in the -5C range in the morning so even making ice cubes can be a problem.  As mentioned lake travel is still not perfect – experience is definitely an asset in conditions such as these.  For example as I travel from property to property I can move quickly however on arrival I cannot park near a dock as windblown snow has created deep slush that will bog a snowmobile down necessitating a long walk home for help.  Did I mention all that snow?  The walk from shore to cottage is through the deepest snow I have seen in years – it is very tiring.
My inspection of over 130 properties however found no evidence break ins or serious property damage from fallen trees or other acts of nature.  There is a lot heavy snow on roofs such that some older buildings, built before building codes designed for this climate, may need roofs cleared of snow this winter.  Contact your property caretaker if you are not sure.
Fishing is very good at this time for those who go after whitefish and walleye.  Lake Trout season opens Feb. 15 and the ever popular Ling Fling is on March 17, St. Patrick’s day and the last Saturday of March Break here in Ontario.  
If you have not heard from me already about a problem all is well on your property.

I will next visit your property towards the end of March.

Have a great winter.

Peter Healy

Chief and only patrolman 

