
 

Why we ask for loon sighting reports 
 
For the past few years, the TLA and the Temagami-Region Studies Institute have been 
collecting reports of loon sightings on Lake Temagami.  These reports, particularly 
ongoing information on baby loons from hatching to fledging, are important in 
determining the health of the loon population on the lake. 
 
This information is submitted to the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey, a nation-wide 
program run by Bird Studies Canada.  BSC, in turn, shares information with the Cornell 
University Bird Observation Program which covers the United States.  With this 
information, scientists can determine where loon populations are increasing or decreasing 
across North America and launch detailed investigations in trouble spots. 
 
As well as merely collecting sightings, BSC has arranged with various universities to do 
autopsies of any dead birds found.  They need to be quickly frozen and sent off. The TLA 
radio service is a great help on this.  Four years ago, a cottager on Lake Temagami 
watched a young loon choke to death on a fish.  He even attempted mouth to beak 
resuscitation but it was too late.  His report and the autopsy of the bird formed an 
important part of study of such incidents which determined that such events account for 
the death of at least 10 percent of immature loons. 
 
As to Lake Temagami, seven years of observations show a fairly stable population of 
loons.  There were about 10 percent fewer babies last year, possibly due to cold rain and 
high water levels in June, but the experts did not feel this was a signifigant problem.  
Loons seem to have a life span of about 25 years and are thought to be capable of 
successfully raising chicks over most of that time.  The difficulty of identifying 
individuals has made it to gather hard data on this aspect. 
 
The longer this observation program is run, including the weather data and predators 
noted, the better the biologists can build an accurate picture of loon requirements and 
problems.  Analysis so far indicates the need for clean water, low boating density and 
controlled fishing. 
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